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aka, the “License Question”

- —————————
'n Morrison County
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The Story of Local Option Goe
In Minnesota Hist

In 1870, barely twelve year
Minnesota’s founding, t!
legislature passes a Local O
statute that allowed for org
townships to hold a vot
whether or not to permit lice
be issued for the sale of
“Intoxicating, vinous, or spiri
beverages. All it took wasar
of ten (20!) registered voters
the question on the ball



Why Townships Only?

e At the time, the vast
majority of the state’s
barely 440,000 resident
lived townships, both
organized and unorganizecd

* Wide swaths of the stat
were barely settled at all

* In 2870, the largest city w:
St. Paul, population 20,0c

* Map is of Minnesota, 187



SoWhat Did That Mean:

* Simply put, the people of a tov
could decide for themselves if t!
town board could issue licens
liquor sales

* If they said "No License”, th
existing licenses were allow
expire, and no new ones could
issued

* It would remain that wav
another vote was taken which
the previous actior



Next Step —Village

* As the population of Minnesotz:
— by 1880 it was just over 780
the number of incorporated
and villages in the state had ¢
dramatically

* In 1885 the legislature expand
Local Option statute to includ
“villages”, which at the time,
today, held a specific legal me:

* The ten signature threshold f
petitions was kept in plz



How Many Elections W
Held Each Year?

* Tracking all the elections held
not an easy task

* There are no comprehensi
roundups of these electic

* Media coverage was inconsis

* The annual yearbook of the 2
Saloon League did its best
record all the villages that:
considered “dry”



Morrison County Saw Its Shar
L ocal Option Election

* Despite its demoqgraph
leanings, Morrison Count
was not immune from
seeing Local Option
elections

* Three villages in particulz
saw the most occurrence



March 1914




Motlev






Some Townships Also Saw T!
Question On Their Ballo?



Insert County Option H

* In March 1915, Gov. Hammond
a County Option statute, allowi
entire counties to vote themselv

* By the end of that year, 46
Minnesota’s 86 counties had go:

* By the end of 1917, 55 were ¢

* Morrison County was not am
that number; no vote was ever he!
the question



But What About Little Fall

* Good question —Why didn't Little Fall
local option elections?

\\ 11

* Originally incorporated in 1879 as a
it reorganized in 1889 as a “city” and
could not hold an election on the <
Until

* In 1913, the state legislature expand
Local Option statute to include citie
“fourth class”, of which Little Falls v
also upped the number of signatures
for those cities. Villages and towns!
remained the same









1917 Election

Two years later the same
citizens committee tried
again.



Thus Cometh Prohibiti

The ratification of the 18" Amendment to the |
Constitution, aka Prohibition, brought an end to 1!
debate...for the time bei



Thus Endeth Prohibit:

* Following Prohibition’s demise in 1c
to the ratification of the 215t Amend
Local Option debate returned, but
the degree seen prior tc

* County Option remained in place
to the same level

* It does not appear that any local
elections have been held in Morris
following the end of Prohibition. (Th
reserve the right to correct that r



EINIS

* If you have any questions about |
or questions about county histc

P~

* Phone: 32¢
* Email: staff@morrisoncountyhistory.org

* The museum is located at 2151 ||
Falls. Please call ahead i

* Thanks and we hope you ¢
* © 2022, Morrison Coun?


mailto:staff@morrisoncountyhistory.org
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