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Le Thi Ban (right) and her four children, Le Thi Rat Linn (8), Le Thi Rat Len (2), Le Thi Rat Ly (6), and Le 
Ban Hiep (4). From the article “A hurried departure ... and a new life in Little Falls,”

Little Falls Daily Transcript, July 30, 1975.

Left to right: Minh Nguyen, Cue 
Nguyen, Phong Ioan, and Thyet (Kim) 
Nguyen, Vietnamese refugees to Little 
Falls, MN, in August 1975. Photo from 

the Little Falls Daily Transcript, August 
7, 1975. Note that the Transcript 

articles on the Vietnamese refugees 
were inconsistent in the spellings of 

their names and Thyet Nguyen seems 
to have chosen to go by the name 
Kim. This shows how easily names 

become altered through the process 
of immigration.

Hoa Ly Hong (above, left) and his wife Yen La 
Bach left Vietnam in dramatic circumstances. 
They “only had a half an hour to pack a few 

necessities.” The boat they had boarded was 
being shot at by the North Vietnamese and other 

refugees were fighting to get aboard. Their 
families were too far away to make it to the 

boat in time to leave. Stories like this, and many 
that were worse, were not uncommon among 

refugees of the Vietnam War. 
Little Falls Daily Transcript, July 30, 1975
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Remembering Vietnam
Wars are dramatic and life-altering 

events. Due to the length of the 
Vietnam War and the number of peo-
ple affected, from U.S. and Indochinese 
soldiers and civilians to war protesters, 
remembering what happened is an 
important part of processing and hope-
fully healing from the trauma induced 
by war.

The Central Minnesota Remembers 
Vietnam project and exhibit, including 
all of the items within this publication, 
are part of that remembrance. However, 
most of the  items on pages 22-24 were 
created specifically with the idea of 
remembrance in mind.

Life Magazine, June 27, 1969, 
memorializing one week’s 

death toll of U.S. soldiers in 
the Vietnam War. Courtesy of 

Craig Weidenbach.

Vietnam War scrapbook (exterior above, interior page right).
This scrapbook contains photos from 

Roderick “Butch” Fietek’s service in Vietnam. It also has newspaper 
clippings from the Stars & Stripes military newspaper compiled by 

Butch’s mother.
Courtesy of Butch Fietek.
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POW/MIA/KIA Bracelets

“The Fourth 
Year, cover & 

interior pages: 
Naval Support in 

I-Corps, Vietnam,” 
1969. The U.S. 

Armed Services 
have a long 

history of putting 
together books 

of remembrance 
for its service members. This Navy cruisebook 
compiles history and photos from activities in 

Danang, Vietnam.
Courtesy of David W. Browning.  

During the Vietnam War, people at home could show their support for soldiers who were prisoners of war, missing or 
killed in action by wearing a bracelet with the name of a soldier who was taken prisoner, missing, or killed. The brace-

lets for the missing and prisoners were to be worn until the soldier was found or returned. The names of soldiers found or 
returned were printed in the newspaper.

Bracelets above, from left to right:

SP4 Earl R. Grove was killed in action on April 10, 
1967, in Quang Tri Province, South Vietnam. He 

served in the US Army.
Courtesy of Bradley Dexheimer.

Anne Hanson wore the bracelet for Lt. Kenneth 
Wells, who did return. Courtesy of Anne Hanson.

Don Hanson wore the bracelet for Major William 
Fuller, who was from Texas and never returned. 

Courtesy of Don Hanson.
Two Vietnamese bracelets brought home by Butch Fietek after his service in the Vietnam 

War. Courtesy of Butch Fietek.
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The Morrison County Historical 
Society extends its gratitude to the 

following, who made the Central Min-
nesota Remembers Vietnam exhibit and 
publication possible.

Minnesota Humanities Center - For an 
       Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund 
       grant that provided funding for the
      entire Central Minnesota Remembers 
      Vietnam project.
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       Kayla Stielow & Melissa Peterson
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       Doug Thompson, Ryan Welle & 
       Randal Dietrich
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Mark Breneman
David Browning
Bradley Dexheimer
Mike Erkel
Roderick “Butch” Fietek
Steven Good
Don & Anne Hanson
Ann Marie Johnson
Neal Kielar
Kayden Kircher
Bob Lundell
Lee Obermiller
Mark Persons
Sr. Carol Schmit
Tom Steman & St. Cloud State
       University Archives
Rebecca Strahl
Aimee Tholen
Chuck Turchick
Wadena County Historical Society
       Nedra Bertram
Erik & Mary Warner
Craig Weidenbach
Judi Welle
Bernard Yasgar
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Vietnam Veterans Memorial

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial, located on the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C., was designed 
by Maya Ying Lin. It features the names of over 

58,000 men and women who died or remain 
missing due to their service in the Vietnam War. 
The Wall, as it is informally called, was dedicated 

on November 13, 1982.
Photo courtesy of Judi Welle.

The Vietnam Women’s Memorial, dedicated to 
the service of women, who worked primarily as 
nurses during the war. Located near The Wall. 

Photo courtesy Judi Welle.
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